Environmental Impact Assessment
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In January 2008, the US Federal District Court delivered an extremely
important decision, ruling that the US government was responsible for
and had failed to comply with the National Historical Preservation Act
(NHPA) in its drawing up of the construction plan. The court also ordered
the US government to comply with the NHPA by reviewing the Japanese
government’s EIA and finding a way to avoid or the mitigate adverse
effects on the dugong from the construction of the facility.
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URGE the Governments of Japan and the United States of
America to:
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China
(a) together conduct an environmental impact assessment,
including a zero option alternative, for the construction of
the US Marine Corps facility in the habitat of the Okinawa
dugong with a view to environmental conservation and wild South Korea
animal protection; and
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(b) establish and declare, by consulting with academics, Okinawa
researchers, and NGOs, an action plan to avoid or minimize

adverse effects on the Okinawa dugong caused by the

construction of the US Marine Corps facility in the habitat of

the Okinawa dugong. Philippines
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The Dugong (Dugong dugon) is a herbivorous marine mammal that lives in a
large area covering 37 countries and territories. In most of these countries
and territories, however, the dugong is on the verge of extinction. One urgent
case is in Okinawa, Japan, where the northernmost dugongs in this habitat
face the possibility of extinction due to the Japanese and US governments’ '
plan to construct a US Marine Corps facility.
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Participate in
the CMS Memorandum®™ =
for the Conservation of
Dugongs

Okinawa Dugong
photo by Takuma Higashionna
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In 2002, the 7th Meeting of the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) adopted Recommendation
7.5, calling on all range states of the dugong to develop and conclude a
memorandum of understanding and an action plan for the conservation
and management of the dugong throughout its range. In 2007, the
Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and Management of
Dugongs (Dugong dugon) and their habitats throughout their Range was
adopted and signed by range countries.
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New “Coastal” Plan Disregards
IUCN Recommendations
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IUCN Recommendation 2.72 (Amman, 2000) and Recommendation
3.114 (Bangkok, 2004) urged the Japanese government to conduct
a proper environmental impact assessment (EIA) for its plan to
construct the US Marine Corps facility in the dugong’s habitat, while
calling for the establishment of a protected area for the dugong.
These recommendations were instrumental in the Japanese and US
governments’ decision to withdraw the previous construction plan in
September 2005.

Yet, the Japanese and US governments proposed in May 2006 a new
“coastal” plan to construct the US Marine Corps facility in almost the
same area as the previous plan. The Japanese government began its
questionable EIA in August 2007.
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CALL ON the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (CMS) to designate and declare the year
2010 as the International Year of the Dugong to
promote the conservation of the dugong; and call
on the IUCN Director General and the Species
Survival Commission (SSC) to support the UNEP
and CMS’s undertaking of the action,
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CALL ON all range countries with dugong
habitats to make efforts to minimize adverse
effects on the dugong and participate in the
CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the
Conservation and Management of Dugongs and
their habitats throughout their Range, and
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Distribution of seagrass (October 2006) and distribution of dugong feeding trails and
other signs overlayed on the V-Shaped Runway Plan
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